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AT rue and Impartial Relation of the 

Death of M. John Gerhard, who 
was beheaded on T ower-bill, July 10 
MELCELIVCY 


T was thevght needleſs by the friends of M. Gerhard to 
Peccir ary thing conceraing his ſufferings to the werld 
more chen in their f:ghs, had not the lacrikegicus malice cf 
the laſt weekly pamphlet thrown ſome ſtairs upon his name, 
ard lo ircenled them to a vindication as picus as his death was, 
'Tis molt certain that there can ro blots [tick upon true honour, 
Which ſuch weak fellows erdeavcur againſt it: Theſe are cur- 
ſed beaſts, but their horns are ſhort; ſepulchial dogs! that ſcrape 
up graves and violate the dead.ard are fierce and ravecous,but 
yer dogs (li!l. And all werthy people will call their rayling 
praiſe, and what they intend a barking infamy,the greateſt me- 
rit. Yer becaule every undeiltanding 1s not of the tame bright- 
neſs,and thoſe putrid libels may by ill chance fall icto ſome in- 
nocent hand hereafter (and yer fure ſuch vermin ſhould not be 
endured long) therefore let wiſe and good men pardon him that 
hath undertaken chis jullice for that Gentleman, ard be pleaſed 
to read this fad tory, not for their ſatisfaction fake, bur their 
ſorrows : It may dry up a friendly tear perhaps,ard flill a mur- 
muring groan to ſee the comly poſture of his-pafſion, how well 
all was carryed by him, ard how honourably, and the horeft 
circumſtances may not improbably take oft from the ladnefs. 
Why ſhould I grieye that death which had ſuch a living glory 
in it? Or diſhonour that blood with feeble tears, which was 
ſhed fo like the hely Martyrs ? All that knew this perſon can- 
not bur witnels his general reſolution, and whether his grear 
courage feli jeſs chen it ſelf (as that. yiper hifſerh)or did not rather 
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riſe greater now,when the cn. was twilted with the Gen- 
tleman, ler this fairful relation witneſs. In which, though all 
terms and ſyllables may not be exaRtly the ſame, yet if there be 
a material falſhood, or a wilful flattery, may his neck thar 
Wrote it feel a viler deſtiny then axes are or halters. e Amicus 
Gerardus, ſed mayts amica veritas. 

From the firſt day of his impriſonment he foreſaw the heavie 
ſentence hovering upon him, and therefore gave all diligence to 
ſecure himſelf againſt it ; that however he underwent a tempo- 
ral condemnation, he might eſcape an erernal. But after that fad 
doom was pronounced, then he beſtirred himſelf amain, and 
made double haſt for heaven, It was for his life, and therefore 
he would loſe no minute, but the ſame night gave diretions to 
a dear friend for a Miniſter (whom he knew to haye long ho- 
noured his family) to be brought to him early next morning ; 
and it pleaſed Authority to gratifie him in this great defire,lo that 
an order was ſent freely for the quiet admiſſion of any ſuch per- 
ſon to him, Wirth this ſpiritual friend he ſpeat ſome hours ever 
day in prayer,and other ghcſtly refreſhments, which (God be 
praiſed) were not Without ſweet effe& and impreſſions upon 
his ſoul. There were foms other Miniſters of great obſervation 
for gravity and godlineſs in theſe times, who viſited him, and 
who I am confident will put their ſeal to this truth with me, 
that they found him meek, humble, modeſt, penitene, comforted, 


and not far from the kingdom of God, if not already in it ; but 


I have good hope he was in poſſeſſion, and fo had he, through 
erace. Upon the morning (which was the laſt he muſt ſee uncil 
that of the Reſurreion) he ſubmitted ro ſome wholſom orders 
of the Church, and received her comforts by them, That done, 
he proceeded to (the higheſt enjoyment of grace that can be 
adminiſtred upan earth) the holy Communion, whereof with his 
brother Sir G:/beyt Gerard he was a partaker, with as much re- 
verence,zcal.thankfulneſs, holy ſorrows, and holy joys, as a de- 
yout ſoul could evidence. He wept as if he would haye waſhed 
his Saviours wounds, which his faith preſented, in his tears; and 


' yet he ſaid he was admirably raviſhed with all inward peace 


and comfort in his own conſcience. This paſſed, he had now 


nothing to do bur to dy, which he expected that morning _very 


ſpeedily ; 
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ſpeedily ; But by the pleaſure of Authority, both the time and 
the place of his execution was altered, ſo that he was to wait a 
liccle longer, until cvening, for his releaſe, Mary friends and per- 
ſons of Honour came to take their laſt leave of him, who can 
gladly witneſs bis undiſturb'dnels and civil cheerfulneſs to every 
one of them.His brother tarryed continually with him,and the 
ate toFether; and though ſome eruptions of paſſion could not be 
reſtrained now and then, where nature was ſo much concerned, 
"yer they were generally pleaſant, and at laſt parted (about half 
an hour before he was led forth to death) with as much calm- 
neſs aad placidneſs, as if they had been to meer again anon ſafe 
and unhurc, as they had done formerly. So have I ſeen a windy 
and ſtormy day conclude in flilneſs and Sun-ſhine, as if wear 
ard defirirg to reft without at.y breath of trouble, The Mini- 
fer only waiting on him to the Jaſt ; and about five a clock en- 
ters the Lieut. of the Tower, and the Sherif of London ; Two 
ſure friends, that will not leave him as long as he hath life re- 
maining in him : They told him a ſowr meſſage, that they were 
come to conduR him to his death's blow: He reply'd they were 
very welcom,and received them ſo fearleſs and untroubled,thar 
the Sherif told che Miniſter, He was ſorry to ſee him ſo unfit for 
that condition; but (under favour) he miſtook his condition. 
T hat which he accounted fitneſs ro dy, our Pamphlet-monger 
would have called flagging and cowardiſe. So hard a thing it 
is to ſatisfie all curiofies,eyen with our blood, and nothing more 
ingenious then to carry this bitter cup eyen,when ſo many miſ- 
copſtrutions ſhake it, At his lodging he defired the Sherif thac 
he would permit the Miniſter and three others that were his 
friends and ſervants to go upon the Scaffold with him ; which 
as it Was a ſcaſonable wiſdom in him to defire, ſo was it a for- 
' tunate kindneſs from them that granted it, elſe it may be their 
reftimony might have been wanting to his injured reputation. 
He took leave particularly of the houſhold where he was a pri- 
ſoner, and was fo clearly collefed in every thing he did, that 
he went out of bis way into the kitchia to bid his Landlad 
farewel, giving thanks for her reſpe&s during his bonds, whic 
he ſaid he ſhould dy in to her, As he paſled by the Guards in 
the Tower, he gave them money twice, and told them, he 
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ſhould trouble them no Jonger. being on his remove to better 
guards, He walked alorg to the Scattold on Tower-hil,ſhew- 
ing a great deal borh of humility and reipe&t to the people, who 
octeratiy lamenced him, and prayed for him. As he went he 
was bare-headed for the molt part, carrying his bat in his hand, 
and ſormtimes relting ir in a careleſs bravery on his left fide, 
When he came to { or rather leap'd upon) the Scaffold (fcr he 
was ſo far from flageing when to tread that Tragical Srage,that 
many obſery'd how ſprightfully he ſeem'd to skip up the eps 
to it, as if he had gone to dance there rather then to dy) his orim 
exccutioner preſented himſelf ro him, to whom with a cheerful 
ſmile he aid, Welcome honeft friend ; And defiring to fee his 
Ax, he took it iato his hands, and kifling it,with a pretty glance 
of his eye (which was a natural lovelineſs in him) towards the 
Minifter, he ſaid, This will do the Deed I warrant it. The Scaf- 
fold was very much crowded with people, yet as well as he 
could he made ſome turns too and fro upon it, with a paper 
(which he had taken out of his pocket) in his hand, wherein.ic 
ſeems he had prepared ſome heads of a fpeech which he intend- 
ed to have delivered ; but the Sherif and Lieutenant told him, 
if he ſpoke any thing, it muſt be very brief, and that they muſt 
not ſuffer him topeak any thing that was ſeditious ; Well Gen- 
tlemer (laid he) your will be done ; but (God be praiſed) I ne- 
wer yet had to d» with any thing that was ſeditiona ! I would 
fatn have fpoken ſenthing to clear my ſelf to the world,according 
to the cuſtom, if it might have been : But come Six, lays he, 
turning to the Miniſter, Let you and I (peik to him that will give 
9 leave: and lo kneeling down together in a corner of the (tage, 
the Minifter pray'd with him a ſhort time, which done, they 
food iip agaim. Then turning himſelf co the people,and purting 
off his hat, he told them, Thar he was nor permitted to (peak a 
few words according to hu intention, yet he doubted not but 
what he wowld have ſzid would come to their eys, rhoqgh it muſt 
ot come te their cars + But thus I deſire all to take motice of, 
and chis he ſpoke with = dotble vehemence )rhat 7 dy a fait h- 
ul (ubjeft and ſervant to K, Charls th: 24, whons I pray God to 
bleſt, and veſtote to his Rights , and had I ten CO than- 
ſand lives, [ wonld gladly lay them all down thus for hu ſervice. 
| : Here 
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Here he was interrupted and the Sherif wiſhed him rather to confeſs 
what he krew concermng the horrid plot he was cendemred for ? 
He anſwered, 7 hat he had confeſſed all that he knew corcernng any 
Plat : that he thounht they knew more of the Plot that cordemn'd 
him, then le did ; but he hearily forgave them, The Minificr wid 
him, it was well done to forgive and parden thole that periecure tis: 
That was an 2& of tive Chiithan love, but as his calc fiecd, love 
was not enough ; He cvght to deal in this bufirels (ypon which bis 
life lay) with all candovr and fincerity, not conceahrg any thirg of 
that narure as was charged againſt him, as far as he might olcrtfic 
God ard f:rve the pubiick good, Upon which, lftirg vp his eyes 
towards heaven, and laying his hand upon his.breaft; Oh Sr, 
ſays he, if rhere had been any ſuch thing in this breaſt, would 1 not 
have revealed it before this time ! Iproteſ> in the ſight of Al- 
mighty God, I know no more of any ſuch deſign, but only what 1 
have often acknowledged, that it was motioned to me by Henſhaw, 
(who 1 confidently believe u tm their hands) and debated twice or 
thrice when I was with him : but I never entertained it at all, avd 
at the laſt flatly diſown'd it, and told him 1 wonld have nothing to 
do in it. He was many times preſſing me to rominate what perſons 
I knew 1 could bring, and to have their names ; but let them ſhow 
any ſuch thing if they can againſt me, Put I awd certain be 11 tn 
their hands, Pawting here a little, and fetching a turn or two on 
the Scaftold, being very hot ( as he had been all that morning ) he 
call d for ſome {ma}l beer, which he had given order to be ready, 
and was broyght thither in a fone bottle, of which he drank a lirt 

once or twice. Then the Miniſter went to him, and minded him that 
ſomething might be expe&ed from him as to his Religion, and dif- 
poſition to dye, To which (gathering up an extraordinary refolution 
in his face) he replyed. / dye 4 C/ reſtian,a tree Chriftian, nccordi 

to that Faith and Religion, which was profeſſed by the Church of 
England im the time of our late King of bleſſed memory. And 1 
praiſe God I' am ſo firted and ready to dye, F am confident by 
the merits of Chriſt Jeſus, that my ſins are pardoned, and my ſalva- 


tron#s at hand, Then turning about he called for hig waſtcoat and 


cap, and throwing of kis doubler pur them on, whilt his ſerv2ors 
helped to put up his hair. His waſtcoat was-nart very clean, which 
he took notice of co his man : ba; 'r@ no great matter ſaid be, if the 

heart 


a 


(6 
heart bs clean all's well enough. Babs chus prepar'd, he calls for the 
Block ; and viewiag ic (as wich delight) laid himſelf dowa upon it, 
to lee how it would fit, and was o far from finking at che light of ir, 
that he almoſt play'd with ic : and rifing quickly pulls a litle paper 
book out of his pocket, which he oave to the Miniſter, williag him to 
finde thaz particular Prayer which was proper for that occa- 
fioa, bur the crowd being great, he could not quickly finde 
it, ſo that he kneeled down with the book open a while in his 
hand as if he had read ; bur quickly ſhut it, and prayed with great 
expreſſions of feryency by himlelf. When he had done the Lieve- 
tenant ſaid ſomething to him: (as it ſeems) coneerning his Brother 
Charles that had witneſſed again him; I know not what the Lieve- 
tenant faid, (for he helen but Mr. Gerard ſpake aloud, and 
replyed paſſionately, Oh Chriſt Sir | I love my poor brother with all 
my hearc" he « but ayouth and was terrified ! I know how he was 
dealt with , tell him I love him as well 4s ever I lov'd him in my 
life. And commend me to my brother Sir Gilbert, whoſe releaſe I 
beſeech you Sir to aſſiſt : there being no more cauſe, that I kyow of 
for his impriſonment then onely that he was found in the ſame bed 
with me, which ſure i no capital crime. Having faid this, he took his 
leave with him, and the Sheriff, and all he knew on the Stave : and 
turning about once more to the people,defired them to pray for him, 
himſelf kneeling down with the Migilter, laid his hand 1n his boſom, 
and they prayed together the laſt rime, Afrer this he bids them all 
farewel again, 4nd beſought them to remember they had a poor Sove- 
raign abroad who deſerved to be remembred, Then forgiving the 
Executioner, and faluting che Miniſter with his laſt embrace and kiſ- 
ſes, he bow'd himſelf to the Riroak of death, with as much Chriſtian 
meekaes and noble courage mix'd together, as I believe was eyer 
jeen in any that had bled upon thar Altar, And this all the people 
that were Spe&uors, did ſeem to underitand and acknowledg: : be- 
holding his fatal blow with. a univerſal {adnes and ſilence ; where- 
as, whea the other Geatlemaa fell quickly, after upon another ſcote 
ef bloud and cyot, they gave a great and general ſhour, as applauding 
the Juſtice. of the Porzmgals. death ; bur pirtying and bewailing the 
untimely fal of ſo brave and magnanimous a ſpirit,as did "through all 
the clouds of death) ſhine gloriouſly in this unfortunate Gentleman, 
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His Speech. 
Gentlemen | 


Sthu kind of ſpeftacle is no new entertainment to your ths, 

for you' have had 4 late glut of ſuch objetts : Sow it no 
ſtrange thing to me to be made ſuch a ſpeftacle ; for 1 have been 
bred upon the T heater of death, and kave learned that part ſo 
well, though I confeſs a very hard one, as to perform #t preti) 
handſomly, beth as becomes a Gentleman, and a Chriſtian, 

Only I muſt deſire you to expett no fins Prologue, or Speech 
from me ; 1 never ſtudied to make Orations : a very unfit man 
ro lay plots againſt a State who ans ſcarce able to lay a few lines 
of plain Engliſh together, as I _— : But though I cannot ſpeak, 
happily, 1 doubt not but 1 ſhall dy happily. 

[ confeſs my ſelf a great ſinner, Who i innocent ? God 
be merciful to me a miſcrable ſinner. 1 adore the juſtice of God 
in all this that is come upon me : 1 have deſerved to dy long 
ſince ; and bleſſed be God who hath given me ſuch time to pre- 
pare, But for this Crime I ſtand condemned for today, 1 do 
proteſt mine own Innocency, as to any conſent or engagement ts 
att in it. 

I hope you will believe me, when you conſider upon what ſlen- 
der proofs and teftimonies I ſuffer ; none of them legal, or poſi- 
tive, but cirenmſtantial. 

For my Brother Chatls, Alas poer youth | how he was 
wo. wpon ! But 1 deſire all my friends to think honowrably 
of him. 

For my Brother S:r Gilbert, 

This mmagination of a Plot ts ſaid to have been hatched in 
France, bus [ fear the neft was at Whitehall, 

. As for the King,--- ſo far from concurring to ſuch a Deed, 
that 1 ams only unſatisfied in this, whether I ſhall dy right in his 
favour, becauſe ſufpetted of any thing ſo wnworthy of him. 

I fear he loſt bus Kingdem by ſuch prattiſes ; but whether he 
world recover them ſo, s a queſtion : God hath better WAYS 
when it ſhall be good in his fi 'ght to plead his cauſe, 

I was lately n France, but on mine own ſcore ; for 1 have 
commanded there, and probably neaght, 

For 
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For my paſt life it hath ,& bat a troubl [ome one, but new 
[ hope I ſhall ret! Since I was any thing, I have [crved the 
King, as I was bound : eArd I wiſh Al tht did (5, hid done it 
&: faithfully | He was condemned for a Tyrant, but God === 

Fer my Religion, though a Souldier, ] am able to profeſs 1 
ama Chriſtian Souldier, a true Son of the Church of Fogland, 
as conſtitured under Q_ Elizabeth, K. James, and K. Charls of 
bl:ſſed memory, Her Doftrine and Gov.runmem 1 embr. ce : 
Her Truth and Peace I jray God to reſtor-. 

I humbly give thanks to God Almighty for providing me the 
comfort of a. Miniſter, on whoſe fidelty I might repoſe my ſoul. 

And I pray G:d to bleſs the poor faithful Ainiſters of this 
Church, and give you hearts to efteem them ; the want where- 
of 1s no ſmall cauſe of dur miſery. 

Hy days have been few and evil, yet God be bleſſed in all 
the vanities and folly of youth, I have been far from Atheiſme, 
or contempt of Gods worſhip ; I had alwaies awful impreſſions 
of Gods hononr and ſervice ; which is now my comfort. 
And new dear Conntrymen fare you well, 1 pray God bleſs 
you all, this whole Nation. 

Alas poor Ergland ! When will theſe black days be over ! 
When will there be blood enongh | I wiſh mine might fill up the 
meaſure. [ forgive all, 

Once more fre you well ; Commend me to all my friends, 
Pray for me. 
| I pray God make you as faithful and loyal a5 I have lived, 

and as happy as T ſhall be by and by when 1 am acad. 

Come Lord Jeſus, come quick/y. 

Father of mercies have mercy on me ! 

Saviour of the world, ſave my ſoul. | 

. O Lamb of God that takes away the ſins of the; world, hear 
my prayers | 

Tnto thy hands © Lord 1 commerd my Spirit, 

L:rd ſis receive my ſoul. 
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